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1. Introduction - Scope



House keeping slides =

Housekeeping

➔ You are 
muted during 
the 
presentation 
for the first 
part of the 
workshop

➔ If you have 
questions, 
use the Chat 
function





Technical Code Report Overview
• Establishes goals and general 

action items for the Code 
Update

• Identifies area where County of 
Los Alamos could be updated to 
reflect best practices

• Outline proposed structure for 
Code Update

https://losalamosconnect.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Los-Alamos-
County-Chapter-16-Technical-Code-Review-1.21.2021.pdf

https://losalamosconnect.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Los-Alamos-County-Chapter-16-Technical-Code-Review-1.21.2021.pdf


Code Update Modules
• Integrate findings from Diagnostic Report 

into municipal code
• Modules build off each other 
• Comments on each Module will be 

addressed in subsequent Modules 

Module 2
Development 
Standards

Module 3 
Administration 
& Procedures 

Module 1
Use 
Regulations



Module 1 Table of Contents
Zone Districts
- Establishment and Conversion of Districts
- Zone District Summaries

Use Regulations
- Use Table
- Use Specific Regulations



Key Findings from Code 
Review- related to zone districts 

ISSUE RECOMMENDATION 

The Code contains a total of 39 base and overlay 
districts – an excessive amount for a community of this 
size 

Consolidate the lineup of zoning districts into fewer, 
more flexible districts. Streamlined districts reduce the 
potential for contradicting regulations & 
misinterpretations.

If districts are consolidated, zones would be converted 
to the closest match to the proposed zone, in terms of 
allowable uses and intended densities/intensities.

Many of these districts are very similar in terms of their 
permissive uses and dimensional standards

Proliferation of zone districts can create unnecessary 
complexity within the Code

The current division between base zones and overlay 
districts within the current structure is unclear. 

Provide clearer distinctions between base and overlay 
districts; in some cases, overlay districts may need to 
be moved into the base district lineup or vice versa

Regulate through Use Specific Standards rather than 
unique zone districts 



https://dps-abq.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=a2eb83e3612643dc9ed703ac82edf92c

Zoning Districts are established in order to classify and regulate 
the uses of land and create development regulations. 

What are Zone Districts? 

https://dps-abq.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=a2eb83e3612643dc9ed703ac82edf92c


Based Zone Districts establish 
the primary type and intensity 
of land use for the parcel, along 
with development regulations
Overlay Zone Districts 
supplement the base zone 
standards when special 
provisions are needed to 
protect unique site features or 
implement location-specific 
provisions

Types of Zone Districts 



• The code contain a large number of
districts, many of which are very 
similar in nature. 

• Zone districts have been evaluated to 
determine whether they can be 
streamlined, either by eliminating or 
consolidating existing similar districts, 
or to introduce new ones.

Existing Zone Districts 



Zone District Conversions -
District Consolidation 

• If districts were 
consolidated, zones 
were converted to the 
closest match to the 
proposed zone, in 
terms of allowable 
uses and intended 
densities/intensities.



Zone District Conversions –
Residential 

Major changes:
• PD consolidation to 

closest residential 
base district 

• Consolidated mobile 
home area into 1 
district 



Zone District Conversions –
Mixed-use 

Major changes:
• Consolidate 

Downtown LA into 
1 district 

• New downtown 
district for WRTC

NEW



Zone District Conversions –
Non-Residential  

Major changes:
• Created broader 

office, commercial 
and industrial 
districts 

• Eliminated federal 
lands



Zone District Conversions –
Overlays  

Major changes:
• Wilderness overlays 

consolidated into 1
• PDs with 

undeveloped lots 
carried over in 
Planned Residential 
Development Overlay 



Zone District Conversions

https://losalamosconnect.org/2021/06/29/7-8-2021-
development-code-update-module-1-release/

https://losalamosconnect.org/2021/06/29/7-8-2021-development-code-update-module-1-release/


Base Zone District Summaries



Use Updates  –

• The uses were updated to include contemporary 
uses currently demanded by the market 

• Uses were consolidated into fewer, broader 
categories.

• Uses tied to more general characteristics and 
impact rather than a very specific use.  

• Outdated uses were deleted.



Key Findings from Code 
Review- related to uses 

ISSUE RECOMMENDATION 

Use Index Table does not include all zone districts and 
doesn’t link to use specific standards 

Reorganize use to more clearly delineate residential, 
non-residential and mixed use districts and provide 
cross-references to any use specific standards

Use themselves are outdated and too specific Update uses to include contemporary uses currently 
demanded by the market and will be simplified into 
fewer, broader categories



Use Updates  –
Use Table 

NEW
= Permissive

READ

= Requires Special      
Use Permit 

S

= Accessory useA

= Temporary useT

P

= Indicates new or 
changed entitlements 

Red



Use Updates  – Use 
Consolidation 

New Category Existing Category  

Retail Sales 
Uses involving the sale, lease, or rent of new or used 
goods directly to the final consumer for direct use but 
not for the purpose of resale; including but not limited 
to the sale of general merchandise, clothing and other 
apparel, building materials, hardware and similar 
consumer goods, or other retail sales not listed as a 
separate use in the Use Matrix. 

Building materials, retail

Building materials, wholesale

Retail businesses

Gift and souvenir shops

Hardware store



Use Updates  – Use 
Consolidation 

New Category Existing Category  

Light Manufacturing 
Industrial operations relying on the assembly, 
fabricating, processing, repairing, servicing, storing, or 
wholesaling of goods or products, using parts 
previously developed from raw material primarily 
conducted within an enclosed building….

Assembly, miscellaneous

Metallurgical labs

Dry cleaning plants

Cabinet and carpenter shops

Heavy Manufacturing 
Industrial operations relying on the assembly, 
fabrication, or processing of goods and materials using 
processes that may include outdoor activities and 
ordinarily have greater impacts on the environment on 
the use and enjoyment of adjacent property…

Brick, tile cement or block, products and mfg.

Asphalt and concrete batch plants

Acid mfg. and storage

Machine shops



Use Updates  – Use Specific
Standards

Uses that generally created “nuisances”, i.e. have direct 
impacts on surrounding properties, are regulated through 
use specific standards. 
Examples include:
• Certain Research and Development facilities 
• Heavy Vehicle and Equipment Sales, Rental, and 

Repair
• Outdoor Storage 
• Heavy Manufacturing 



Uses that generally created “nuisances”, i.e. have direct 
impacts on surrounding properties, are regulated through 
use specific standards. 
Examples include:
• Certain Research and Development facilities 
• Heavy Vehicle and Equipment Sales, Rental, and 

Repair
• Outdoor Storage 
• Heavy Manufacturing 

Use Updates  – Use Specific
Standards



Types of standards being implemented: 
• Require additional buffering, Special Use approvals, or 

prohibiting the use entirely when within 300-500 of a 
residential zone district

• Prohibit accessory uses such as outdoor storage in 
certain areas

• Require additional design standards, e.g. required 
parking, screening of outdoor storage, additional 
façade articulation etc. 

Use Updates  – Use Specific
Standards



Discussion 
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